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A film by Yanillys Pérez

@

YPR FILMS PRESENTS A FILM BY YANILLYS PEREZ with JEFFREY JOSELITO DE LA GRUZ MUSIG BY JEFFREY AND JEYSON DE LA
CRUZ EDITED BY MATHILDE VAN DE MOORTEL PRODUGED BY THIBAUD BILLIARD AND YANILLYS PEREZ





Jeffrey 
Logline:

Jeffrey is a kid from the streets of Santo Domingo who dreams of becoming a reggaeton singer but in order to achieve his goals he must first overcome the tough realities of the world around him. 

TITLE: Jeffrey 

COUNTRY: Dominican Republic  - France

YEAR PRODUCED (finished): 2016

RUNTIME: 78 min

LANGUAGE: Spanish with English subtitle.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC/FRANCE, 2016

Spanish w/ English subtitles 

WORLD PREMIERE

78 minutes |Colour / 
DCP (D-Cinema)
Format ratio 1:85

Sound: 5.1

KDM Protector: NO

Sterescopic :  NO

Aspect ratio : Flat (1998x1080)

Subtitle Format : Hardcoded

Frame rate : 24 FPS
Director: Yanillys Perez

Production Company: YPR Films

Executive Producer: Thibaud Billiard, Yanillys Perez

Producer: Yanillys Perez, Thibaud Billiard

Screenplay: Yanillys Perez

Cinematographer: Jan Everetz, Francis Adames, Gibran Abrales, Oliver Mota, Yanillys Perez.

Editor: Mathilde Van de Moortel

Sound: Olivier Goinard, Irving Deschamps, Juliette Heintz, Bobadilla Baez.
Music: Jeffrey, Joselito de la Cruz, Jeyson de la Cruz

PRINCIPAL CAST  

“Jeffrey” Joselito de la Cruz - as himself

Jeysson de la Cruz - as himself

Junior de la Cruz  - as himself

Ana Maria de la Cruz, the mother of Jeffrey - as herself 

La Mella, Alexandra de la Cruz - as herself

Manolo Santana - as himself 

El Mello, Alexandro de la Cruz - as himself
Trailer:
 https://youtu.be/KMzoRfzUlhI
DIRECTOR SHORT BIO:
Yanillys Perez is a Dominican-Venezuelan Director, Writer, Producer and Actress.

Her first feature film “Jeffrey”, had its world premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival in 2016, where she won the “Discovery Filmmaker Dropbox award”. It is still being shown in festivals worldwide. After which it will be distributed internationally. 
Her previous short films have received several international and national awards and have been shown in various international film festivals. Her short film “Techos Rotos” was the first Dominican short film selected at Clermont Ferrand International Film Festival.  At present, Pérez is preparing her first narrative feature film, “Candy Town” selected at l’Atelier Cannes Cinefondation 2017.
PRODUCTION:
YPR Films

Dominican Republic

yprfilms@gmail.com
CONTACT INFORMATION
yprfilms@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/FilmJeffrey
PRESS

“A true collaboration between subject and storyteller, ‘Jeffrey’ weaves verite and socially conscious observation together with poetic moments of magical realism. With this beautiful combination director Yanillys Perez not only captures the boundless spirit and imagination of her protagonist, but also offers new possibilities for narrative filmmaking. We believe people will love discovering ‘Jeffrey.”
​
Statement from DROPBOX AWARD JURY: Caroline Benjo, Partner and Producer at Haut et Court; Lane Kneedler, Director of Programming at AFI FEST; and Alice Tynan, film critic
“Pérez abjures broader documentation in favour of portraiture and psychological insight.”

Michael Sicinski, Cinema Scope
You Need To See Jeffrey, The Documentary About A 12-Year-Old Aspiring Reggaeton Musician
Simran Hans, The Fader
Jeffrey (Yanillys Perez, Dominican Republic/France) — Discovery
Michael Sicinski, Cinema Scope
“Jeffrey” is one of the many windshield wipers of the streets of Santo Domingo who dreams of following in the footsteps of one of his nine brothers, Jeyson, and become a reggaeton singer. The story pulls the audience through a wonderful roller coaster of emotions as Jeffrey, full of innocence, fights to achieve his dreams.
“I identified immediately with Jeffrey from the moment I met him, a child with an adult life, but that still has his imagination, and goes in search of his dream, but everything around him prevents it, because the need in the family is a priority." Explains Perez.
Yanillys Perez, has also received various international recognitions for her latest short film “Techos Rotos”. Although Jeffrey is her first full-length documentary feature, Perez is already developing her next movie, a narrative titled “Candy town”.

Jeffrey will be released in his native Dominican Republic June 8th 2017.

Enjoy Jeffrey Trailer and keep up to date on Jeffrey Facebook page #FilmJeffrey.

Press contact:

yprfilms@gmail.com
- Jeffrey                                   Dominican Republic- France. 
Produced by YPR Films Dominican Republic – 2016.

Winner of the “Discovery Dropbox Filmmaker award at Toronto Film Festival  2016.
Best feature film by the Film Slam at Cleveland International Film Festival 2017.

Jury Honour Mention at HFFNY, New York USA 2017.

Toronto International Film Festival, Canada 2016 

Rome Film Festival in the Alice Nella Cita Selection 2016

Gijon International Film Festival, Spain 2016

La Habana International Film Festival, Cuba 2016

Goteborg International Film Festival, Sweden 2017

Santa Barbara International Film Festival, USA 2017

Miami International Film Festival, USA 2017

Cleveland International Film Festival, USA 2017

Museum of the moving image New York, 2017

Panama International Film Festival, 2017

Curaçao International Film Festival, 2017

Havana Film Festival, New York 2017
Latin Wave at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, USA 2017

TIFF Kids, Toronto International Film Festival, USA 2017

Agape South Korea Film Festival, Korea 2017

Minneapolis St – Paul International Film Festival, USA 2017

Golden Apricot Yerevan IFF, Armenia 2017

Childen Film Festival Seattle, USA 2017

Zlin Film Festival, Czech Republic 2017

Melbourne International Film Festival , Australia 2017
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INTERVIEW with the DIRECTOR - Yanillys Pérez
What brought you to make a film about this child?

I always admired those characters of our everyday lives that at a young age are forced to take responsibilities and affront life.

My need to create has always been inspired by my everyday life, real people who are part of our society, who have a dream and go for it. 

I have always been interested in exploring kids that behave like adults and adults that behave like kids.  Somehow that comes from a sense of injustice towards kids.

I was motivated to observe this real character that I have seen around me since I was a kid. So I went out to meet them. I identified myself with Jeffrey from the moment I met him, a child living an adult’s life, but who still has his imagination, and pursues his dream, but everything around him prevented him from doing so, because the family’s needs are the priority.

What in your own life led you to identify with Jeffrey?  How was your life growing up similar?

I identified myself with Jeffrey from the moment I met him, a child living an adult’s life, but who still has his imagination, and pursues his dream, but everything around him prevented him from doing so, because the family’s needs are the priority.

When I was growing up I very much felt that I had too much responsibility as my parents weren’t around too often and I had to take care of my sisters. I was very lucky to have a family that worked and took care of us.  My life is not at all similar to Jeffrey but my point of view and determination is close to his, as Jeffrey is very positive, determined and is not scared of anything. We both have a naivety that even if I’m an adult I think I still keep and I don’t want to loose as it is what helped me to go after my goal and not to see the scary or unimportant parts of the road.

Did you know how exceptional Jeffrey was when you began making the film? 

Yes, I knew he was special but as the years passed by and I continued filming I realized how exceptional he was. He is so smart, talented and he always replies to you in a way you’ll never expect from a kid of his age. I admire so much Jeffrey that my goal is to help him to become someone and that he can have a good future. 

How did you find Jeffrey?

I met Jeffrey in his place of work. He was there working and I started talking to him while he was taking a break. There were some other kids around, but Jeffrey took my attention with his charismatic smile. He then told me where he lived and I went to his house the next day. While he was showing me around he said “ Do you see that tree? I go there everyday but before it goes dark because this tree walks at night. That’s when I realized that was the kid I wanted to film.

After the next day he told me about his reggeaton songs that he does with his brother Jeyson. I listened to them and this is how the story started and how the story I was going to film took place.

What would you advise the young filmmakers who like you have a dream to make a feature?

I would say go and do what your gut tells you to do, forget about what other will think of or what the rules are. Do what you feel is good and what you love. I’m a very spiritual person that believes in God, not the god that the man creates but the one that is everywhere. So what ever you believe ask for direction and go for it. You can do it, everything is on you.

What are you working on now?

Is it fiction or a doc?

I am preparing my next Feature film “Candy Town” a fiction, an overview of the Dominican Republic through the eyes of four young girls seeking freedom and identity. Driven by their desire to make their way out of this life that holds no future for them, they start to rebel themselves.  The project is selected in Cannes Film Festival at the Cinefondation L’atelier. I’m very happy because it is the first Dominican Film to be selected.
How are you going about producing it? 

Our plan is to do the production in the Dominican Republic and to do a postproduction with France, as all my post-production team is in Paris and I would like to continue doing it that way. We are also open to meet with new partners from other countries that might be interested in working with us.

What have you learned from making “Jeffrey”?

You can do a lot with nothing and be available to tell a story with little financing, as soon as you are passionate about what you are filming. Also I learnt that life give you so much opportunity, it is all about taking it, even if we do not know where it will take us, it is good to take it, if you feel this is what you should do. There are many inspiring and beautiful stories out there to tell in order to open people eyes and prejudice.
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